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dicial decisions of the United States and the States and Territories 
between 1865 and the present, to find the laws that make or forbid 
distinctions between persons on the basis of race. The author has 
not confined his study to the Southern States, but has included the 
whole United States and afl the races. He has not been satisfied 
merely with legal distinctions and legal restrictions, but he has carried 
his inquiry into the schools and court rooms, the churches and the 
public service corporations of the country. He has not attempted to 
argue, but in the language of Mr. Whistler hie has simply "told" us, 
and the telling has been not only in an entertaining, but in a clear, 
original and forceful way. We have noticed, however, one error in 
the book, which has probably been caused by a careless reading of 
our constitution. The author on page. 307 states that "In Virginia and 
South Carolina one could register under the 'Grandfather Clause' 
if he could understand and explain the constitution when read to 
him." In this the author has fallen into error. Any person prior to 
1904 was allowed to register under what is known as the "Grand- 
father Clause," who "prior to the adoption of the constitution served 
in time of war in the army or navy of the United States, of the Con- 
federate States, or of any State of the United States or the Con- 
federate States, or a son of such person." See Section 19 of Article 
2, Constitution of 1902. 

Clause 4 allows a person to register who is able to read any sec- 
tion of the Constitution submitted to him by the officers of registra- 
tion and to give a reasonable explanation of the same, but Clause 4 
has no connection whatever with Clauses 1 and 2, the so-called 
"Grandfather Clauses." 



The Sovereignty of the States. An oration. Address to the sur- 
vivors of the Eighth Virginia Regiment, while they were gathered 
about the graves of their fallen comrades on the battle ground of 
Manassas, July 21st, 1910. By Walter Neale. New York and 
Washington. The Neale Publishing Company. 1910. 

"Only the extremists tell the truth," the ironic Frenchman said: 
"Only the extremists call attention to the whole truth," might be 
substituted for the saying. For the extremist is not afraid. He puts 
his facts out boldly and lets them draw their own conclusions with- 
out glossing or explaining away anything. He doesn't etch; he photo- 
graphs, and leaves the negative untouched. While many peooie will 
not agree with Mr. Neale in his treatment of our first "Rebellion" 
headed by George Washington, his facts cannot be disputed. And 
his masterly treatment of the history of the organization of our Fed- 
eral government puts in crisp, clear, condensed shape facts which 
every school boy and girl in this country ought to know. 

And equally as clear is the statement of the deliberate violation of 
our Federal compact by the non-slave-holding States, and the long- 
suffering endurance of the Southern States. There is little eloquence 
in this oration, and none was intended. But it is the indignant out- 
burst of a man who has studied his history and is not afraid to say 
what that history reveals, and who has said it well. It may not be 
temperate but it is true, and though in many ways extreme and per- 
haps not always exactly just in drawing conclusions, it is worthy of 
preservation in enduring shape and should be read bv every one who 
wishes to know the truth. 



